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Estate Development Co. v. Oakland County Road Commission

Flooded lots

A developer with six large lots
planned for development off Or-
chard Lake’s Mirror Lake was
awarded $2.2 million after the Road
Commission for
Oakland County,
during a road
construction
project on Ponti-
ac Trail, blocked
the drain serv-
ing the lake and
caused it to
flood.

In the lawsuit,
Estate Develop-
ment said it repeatedly asked the
road commission to clear the pipe
and relieve the floodwaters, but
the requests were ignored.

Estate Development’s proposed
development on six to eight acres
around Mirror Lake, which previ-
ously was approved by the village
of Orchard Lake, was subsequent-
ly destroyed by the flooding.

The jury found in favor of the
plaintiff. The road commission sued
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contractor Thompson-McCully, which
sued subcontractors. The jury said
the road commission and Thomp-
son-McCully were responsible; the
case is next to be reviewed by the
Michigan Court of Appeals.

— Brett Callwood




