
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
ATTORNEYS:  John M. Conway and Michael A. Ross 
 
TYPE OF CASE:  Premises Liability 
 
COURT:  Michigan Court of Appeals 
 
DATE OF DISPOSITION:  October 17, 2025 
 
KEYS TO THE CASE: 
 
This was a negligence claim arising out of a runaway horse carriage ride. Defendant was the sponsor of the ride, 
and the individual Defendant was the employee operating the two-horse tandem carriage ride that got out of 
control when one horse rubbed its bridle off on the rear of the other horse, panicked and bolted. Defendants argued 
immunity against negligence claims afforded by Equine Activity Liability Act (EALA) applied, even though no 
cases had ever interpreted the statute in the context of carriage rides. Defendants focused on the history of the 
Act, its broad coverage in cases interpreting it, and its statutory definitions to argue it applied to horse drawn 
carriage rides, in this case of first impression. The trial court and Court of Appeals agreed in a published court of 
appeals decision. 
 
For more information about John M. Conway, please visit https://bit.ly/4qqg2DA; to contact directly: (248) 539-
2847, JConway@secrestwardle.com. 
 
For information about Michael A. Ross, please visit https://bit.ly/4nhZWJq; to contact directly: (248) 539-2856, 
MRoss@secrestwardle.com. 
 
For information regarding Secrest Wardle, please visit www.secrestwardle.com, email 
info@secrestwardle.com, or phone (248) 851-9500. 
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